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SUB J : HARCOS/FLETCHER - MEETING WITH LAWYER BHOSE IN LONDON 
REF: LONDON 14448 

1. B. K. BHOSE IS DEFENSE LAWYER FOR U.S. CITIZEN ANTHONY 
FLETCHER WHO, ALONG WITH U.S. CITZEN RICHARD HARCOS WAS 
ARRESTED IN APRIL 1973 FOR ALLEGED VIOLATION OF THE INDIAN 
OFFICIAL SECRETS ACT. HARCOS WAS PICKED UP IN A PROHIBITED 
AREA UNDER SUSPICINSHCIRCUMSTANCES ON THE CALCUTTA WATER 
FRONT; FLETCHER WAS ARRESTED IN HIS HOTEL; BOTH ARE CHARGED 
WITH CONSPIRACY TO COMMIT ESPIONAGE FOR AN UN-NAMES COUNTRY. 

2. THE PRISONERS NOW CLAIM THEY WERE ENGAGED IN DRUG 
SMUGGLING AND HAVE GIVEN A LENGTHY AND DETAILED ACCOUNT TO 
THEIR LAWYERS. UNFORTUNATELY, THEY REFUSED TO SAY ANYTHING 
FOR OVER A YEAR AFTER THEIR ARREST. DURING WHICH TIME THE 
WEST BENGAL STATE GOVERNMENT, WITH GOI SANCTION. CARRIED ON 
AN EXTENSIVE INVESTIGATION, DEVELOPED AN ELABORATE CASE BASED 
ON CIRCUMSTANTIAL EVIDENCE, AND PUT THE CASE BEFORE THE COURTS. 
IT APPEARS THE THE PRISONERS' DEFENSE WILL BE AN ATTEMPT TO 
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COMMITTING ESPIONAGE. 

3. AFTER THE LENGTHY INVESTIGATION AND EXTENSIVE PRE-TRIAL 
PROCEEDINGS, AN IN CAMERA TRIAL WAS SCHEDULED TO BEGIN ON 
DECEMBER 16, 1974. WE WERE GRANTED CONSULAR ACCESS TO THE 
TRIAL AFTER A LONG SERIES OF HIGH-LEVEL REPRESENTATIONS TO 
THE GOI AND THE STATE GOVERNMENT, BUT THE PROCEEDINGS WILL BE 
CONFIDENTIAL, AND THE DOCUMENTATION OF THE PROSECUTION'S 
CASE IS CONFIDENTIAL AND ACCESS TO IT IS STRICTLY LIMITED. 

WE ASSUME THAT THE DOCUMENTS SEIZED FROM BHOSE WERE EITHER 
COPIES OR NOTES TAKEN FROM THE DOCUMENTATION OF THE CASE. 

4. OUR PRINCIPAL INTEREST (NEW DELHI’S AND CALCUTTA'S) IS 

IN LEARNING FROM BHOSE WHAT MATERIALS HE WAS TAKING WITH HIM 
WHICH ARE NOW IN THE HANDS OF THE CALCUTTA AUTHORITIES, AND 
HIS ASSESSMENT OF WHAT EFFECT THIS MAY HAVE ON THE CASE. 

5. YOU SHOULD NOT RPT NOT MENTION MY CONVERSATION WITH THE 
CHIEF MINISTER OF WEST BENGAL (NEW DELHI 4878) OR SPECULATE 
ON THE DEGREE OF TROUBLE BHOSE MAY BE IN UPON HIS RETURN OR 
THE POSSIBLE CONSEQUENCES FOR HIM PERSONALLY. 

PICKERING 
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